
Hi Everyone

Annual Meeting
I am very proud that the Community Council re-elected myself to be Chair for 2015/16. Cllr 
Will Thomas was re-elected as Vice Chair. I wish to thank my fellow councillors and the 
Clerk to The Council, Mr Peter Davies, for the work they have done within the community 
over the last year and I look forward to this year where we will strive to at least maintain 
the facilities within our community in face of the severe austerity measures that are 
heading our way. Looking back, I am pleased that last year saw the formation of a 
community group that wanted to tackle the issue of Christmas lights around the 
community. They have made good progress and are now planning the best locations for 
additional lighting with some £8000 to spend on new equipment and £4000 on installation 
costs.

Planning application for proposed test drill to evaluate if fracking for gas is feasible 
in Llanharan
This application will go before the Planning & Development Control Committee of RCT 
CBC on 2nd July. Obviously this article was prepared before that date so I will report the 
outcome in the August edition of the Diary.

Police
At the last meeting the Community Council was pleased to meet P.C. Rhodri Wilson, who 
is the new beat manager for our community. (email: Rhodri.Wilson@south-
wales.pnn.police.uk). He kindly brought the council up to date with the criminal activities in 
our area which, thankfully, remain very low.
The Council also discussed cold calling zones, and the result of that was the area would 
not meet the qualifying criteria. The good news is that it is a criminal offence to cold call on 
a property displaying an official “No Cold Calling” sticker.  Trading standards have stated 
that if any resident feels that a person has had a cold caller at an address, even though 
there is a sticker in the window, they will get a rapid response from trading standards. P.C. 
Wilson is willing to obtain the stickers and make them available through the Drop-in Centre 
and the local OAPs groups.

Local Environment
Several residents in the Bryncae area and beyond, have through the offices of Llanharan 
Drop-in Centre expressed a desire to update the old BMX track at the rear of the estate. 
The Community Council at its last meeting raised no objection to this voluntary work and 
will work in partnership with Llanharan Drop-in Centre to enable this to be done.
You will also notice that we have had hanging baskets erected throughout the community. 
My thanks go County Borough Councillors Geraint Hopkins and Roger Turner for initiating 
this and funding the cost through the ‘Windmill Community Fund'.
Next year we want to enhance the entry points to the villages (i.e. where the Welcome to… 
signs are located) and therefore if there are any budding landscape gardeners out there let 
me have your ideas.
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Service Level Agreement (SLA) to maintain sports grounds
The SLA is now in force and the fields concerned are looking in very good condition. My 
thanks also to the Council’s handyman for such good work.

Grants
As mentioned in the last article, Bryncae Football Club who, like the other football clubs 
have been highly successful and therefore the council has match funded their efforts to 
raise monies to install crowd barriers at the Llanillid Playing fields. Photo of yours truly 
presenting a cheque for £1500.
Any local organisation contemplating applying for a grant from the Community Council 

should contact the Clerk, details below, in the first instance.

Children’s Play areas
There has been some concern regarding the state, and level of equipment in the children's 
play areas in the community. The upkeep of the vast majority of these is the responsibility 
of RCT CBC, however, with the austerity measures that having to be taken by RCT CBC, I 
fear for the long term future of these play areas.
The Community Council in partnership with the Drop-in Centre have indicated to RCT CBC  
that we would like to have a discussion regarding the long term future, and plan a way 
forward where the areas will be maintained, equipment updated where necessary, and 
additions made where necessary. This proposal will include ALL play areas within our 
community.

The Dram
For those in the community who have been raising questions about the Dram that is 
located near the roundabout on Bridgend Road, the Community Council is now working 
with local resident Mr Dave Thomas, to complete his project of commemorating the 



closure of Llanharan Colliery and the contribution made to the coal mining industry by the 
local community.
A working party will be planning the event and it is hoped to involve the 3 primary schools. 
Initial ideas are to hold an exhibition, let the schools adopt a particular colliery that was in 
the area, and produce a history of it. This could also involve creating a time capsule which 
would be embedded in the dram. Again, if you have any ideas please let me know and 
come and join the working party.

Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
As summer comes, the trustees want everyone to enjoy the facilities available at the 
Recreation Ground however, please bear in mind the playing fields are hired out to various 
organisations through the summer (day and evenings) and we would remind everyone to 
please respect those that have hired the fields and move out of the way so that they can 
continue with their activity and everybody remains safe.

Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and also 
clean up after your dog wherever you are. There are plenty of disposal bins around the 
Community so there is no excuse really. 
If you have an idea for a group activity, ask about the availability of the Hall. There is help 
and advice available on how to start up from myself or Sian Davies, the manager of the 
Drop-in Centre plus lots of other sources and possible financial help from the Community 
Council and other sources to get things going.

Useful Contacts
Sian Davies, Manager, Drop-in Centre 01443 229723  Email: 
llanharancommunity@btconnect.com
Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: 
clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
Will Thomas, Hall & Field Bookings, Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust 01443 237522 
Email: mail@lrgt.co.uk

Future Meetings
The next ordinary Council Meeting will be on Thursday 16th July at the Llanharan Miner's 
Welfare Hall at 7:00pm
A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and it’s committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s  web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 

Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk

Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Chairman of Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk  
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